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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 GENEVA 06619 171741Z 
66 

ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 EUR-25 NEA-10 RSC-01 ISO-OO 

DPW-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-10 PA-04 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /166W 

023191 

R 171710Z DEC 73 
FM US MISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3013 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN NYK 

UNCLAS GENEVA 6619 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, ME 

SUBJECT: ICRC PROPOSAL FOR MIDDLE EAST COMMISSION 
OF ENQUIRY 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ICRC PRESS RELEASE CONCERNING SUBJECT: 

QUOTE: IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUS BREACHES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS OF WHICH THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF 
EGYPT AND OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL ON THE OTHER, HAVE ACCUSED ONE ANOTHER, 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC), IN A 
NOTE TO THE THREE GOVERNMENTS ON DECEMBER 12, DECLARED ITS 
WILLINGNESS TO LEND ITS GOOD OFFICES WITH A VIEW TO SETTING UP, 
UNDER ITS OWN AUSPICES OR THOSE OF SOME OTHER ORGANIZATION 
APPROVED BY THE PARTIES, AN AD HOC PORCEDURE FOR THE 
CONSTITUTION OF BIPARTITE COMMISSIONS OF ENQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED 
VIOLATIONS. THE COMMISSIONS TERMS OF REFERENCE WOULD BE 
TO INVESTIGATE THE MATERIALITY OF FACTS OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS 
OR INTERPRET CONVENTION PROVISIONS WHICH WERE THE SUBJECT OF 
DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES. THE COMMISSIONS CONCLUSIONS 
WOULD BE COMMUNICATED TO THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED. 

EACH COMMISSION WOULD HAVE THREE MEMBERS: ONE 

APPOINTED BY EACH OF THE PARTIES, THE THIRD BY THE ICRC OR ANY 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 GENEVA 06619 171741Z 

OTHER ORGANIZATION APPROVED BY THE PARTIES, CHOSEN FROM 
PROMINENT CITIZENS OF NEUTRAL STATES. IF THE ICRC WERE CALLED 
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UPON TO NOMINATE THE NEUTRAL MEMBER, IT WOULD CHOOSE A PERSON 
OUTSIDE THE ICRC, IN KEEPING WITH ITS PRACTICE AND PRINCIPLES, 

FOR THE ICRC ITSELF DOES NOT CONDUCT ENQUIRIES, THIS NOT BEING 
ITS TASK LAID DOWN IN THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS. END QUOTE. 

BASSIN 
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